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THE EARLIEST ISLAMIC RUGS IN EGYPT 


toy by ; 
Dr. ABDEL RAHMAN FAHMY 


Curator of the Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo 


At the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo, an opportunity arose for examining 
some picces of pile rugs that had been woven in Egypt. Some of these rugs 
represent Kufic inscriptions while the others have only geometrical decorations. 


It is a fact that these few pieces, excavated at Fustat (The old Islamic Capital 
in Egypt), are very rare and important from the historical and archaeological 
point of view, because they give us valuable assistance in knowing the earliest 
date of the art of carpet knotting in the Islamic world. 


Although there are many successful researches supplying us with a great 
material about the evolution of the carpet weaving in Egypt during the Mamluk 
and Turkish periods, we notice that this art is not clear in the transition period 
(1-3 AH) so, we read in a recent work about the «Cairene Rugs» that : «We are 
not sure whether weaving with pile knots had been practiced in Egypt long 
before». 


In this paper, my aim is to furnish new material regarding the earliest date 
of rugs with pile knots, but this is very difficult without giving a more detailed 
description for ornaments and ‘technical style. 


These mentioned pieces of the earliest Islamic Tugs are eleven pieces, they 
will be discussed as following : | 


i—The Umayyad pieces. OD 
11-~-The Abbasid pieces : 

A—Rugs with ornaments and inscriptions 7 

B— « « « only. pi 

11 


The late Doctor Ali Ibrahim Pacha had published two Abbasid rug pieces 
attributed to the 9/10'" Cents. A. D. He read the date woven on one of the two 
picces but, here I shall give the correct date of the mentioned piece according 
to the analysis of the letters itself, and also I shall deal with the other 
inscriptions woven on the rest of the Abbasid rugs. 


As for the 2 Umayyad pieces, one represents a Kufic inscription read «Misr» 
and the other is with the name of a Muslim «Kadi » judge) during the Umayyad 
period in Egypt. According io the inscriptions we can discuss the earliest 
date of carpet knotting early in Egypt. 


I hope that this article helps us in fixing the place of the earliest carpet 
knotting in the [slamic world. 
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